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AWS	Lambda	Selling	Points

• Run	code	not	servers - no	operations	needed

• Elastic	scalability - really	big	or	really	small

• Pay	for	what	you	use - utility	billing	model



• Functions run	in	response	to	events

• Functions	expressed	in	popular	programming	
languages:	e.g.,	JavaScript,	Python,	Java,	C#

• Events	include:	web	API	calls,	items	on	queues,	
database	triggers,	etc.

• Cloud	provider	provisions	runtime	

environment,	charges	for	each	invocation

•Most	often	used	at	“glue” connecting	services



Sample	Serverless	Uses

• Stateless	web	API	serving
• Image	processing,	e.g.,	generating	thumbnails	

or	reading	checks

• “Cron jobs”
• Sending	e-mail	/	SMS	messages

• Event-driven	processing	pipelines





“Serverless”	is	trending

Source:	Google	Trends



How	far	can	we	push	serverless?

•Big	data	analytics??

•OLTP????



SoCC 2017	Best	Vision	Paper


